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Friday 7th October 2016 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Amazing apples 
This week we have been all about apples in Reception Class!  Our Apple Picking last week has been 
a springboard for lots of learning across all areas, capturing the children’s interest and enthusiasm 
and producing some high quality work.  We have been busy learning how to use powder paints to 
help us paint beautiful apple pictures, printing shapes and patterns with apples in our Artists’ 
Studio and creating delicious apple crumbles in our Malleable Area, using oats and dried apple 
slices we made ourselves from the apples we picked.  Our art work and photographs documenting 
our learning journey since picking our apples will be on display at the Wrenthorpe Apple Day this 
Sunday.  We hope many of you will be there to see the children’s learning being celebrated.  In our 
Maths, we have been learning to count accurately by pointing to objects in a line, or moving a 
group of objects as we count so that we could count how many apples were in the delicious dishes 
we made in our Mud Kitchen.  The children then challenged themselves to find the matching 
number and to began to explore the concepts of having one more or one less.  This would be an 
excellent skill to practise at home, counting food, toys, people – anything! – and thinking about 
what one more or less would be.   

     
Look at all our lovely Maths learning in the Mud Kitchen this week! 

 
 
The week ahead 
Next week is our whole school Maths Week, in which we will be celebrating and promoting maths 
learning, with a focus on Maths in Wrenthorpe and Maths through careers.  We are incredibly 
excited about this opportunity to explore real life maths with our youngest learners, making maths 
fun and purposeful through the learning experiences we will be sharing.  We will be reading John 
Burningham’s ‘The Shopping Basket’ as the starting point for our learning and will be focusing 
throughout the week on talking about and using money.  On Monday and Tuesday, we will be 
taking the children in groups to visit the local Greengrocer’s, travelling by bus so that we can have 
lots of experiences of using money in real life situations.  At the shop, we will be buying fruit to 
then make into smoothies on Wednesday.  We would be very grateful for a small donation to help 
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us with the cost of this.  Please ensure your child comes to school with a waterproof coat every day, 
especially when we are going out for the morning or afternoon.  We will be turning our Mud 
Kitchen into a Greengrocer’s shop to use the skills we have learned on our trip out in our play 
throughout the week, and will have a shop in our Maths Area inside too.  There will be lots of 
number learning opportunities throughout other areas of our learning environment and will be 
linking our Literacy learning to our focus text and real life experiences, writing shopping lists and 
drawing maps of our route to the Greengrocer’s. 
 
 
Thank you to all those who attended our Read Write Inc. Workshop on Tuesday – we hope you 
found it helpful.  Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any further questions about how to 
support your child’s learning at home. 
 
                          
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Miss Ashton, Mrs Sellars and Miss Belford (the Reception Team) 


