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Friday 21st October 2016 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
The Three Little Pigs 
This week the children have loved learning to tell the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ off by heart in 
their storytelling sessions throughout the week.  We find this is such an effective way to fill the 
children’s minds with storytelling language, providing them with ideas and vocabulary to support 
their imaginative play, promote a love of reading and encourage them to write.  We have seen 
some fantastic ‘story maps’ sequencing the events in the story with pictures and labels and some 
great illustrations which the children have been able to talk confidently about.  We used our 
Phonics skills to write key words from the story, including using our Fred Fingers to write ‘pig’ by 
saying the whole word and then pinching the sounds, one on each finger, before writing the word.  
Perhaps you could try practising this skill at home.  Ask your child to hold up three ‘Fred Fingers’ on 
the hand your child does not write with, with the palm of their hand facing their face.  Say the 
whole word (i.e. ‘pig’) to your child and ask them to repeat it.  Ask them to pinch the sounds onto 
their fingers from left to right, saying each sound (i.e. p - i - g) as they squeeze each finger.  Then 
ask them to write the word (don’t get them to say the whole word again - they have just worked 
hard to break the word down into individual sounds so they can spell it - we don’t want them to put 
them all back together again!).  This is a really useful skill to begin to practise at home as it takes a 
lot of co-ordination for little hands but is a very helpful strategy for teaching early spelling. 
 
In our Maths this week, we have been learning to name and describe 2D shapes using 
mathematical vocabulary such as ‘side’ and ‘corner’, so that we could build a house of sticks for the 
Three Little Pigs.  The children have relished the opportunity to use ambitious mathematical 
vocabulary when talking about shape and have impressed us with their ability to discuss the 
properties of the shapes they have made. 
 
On Wednesday, we had a lovely (if busy!) day picking pears in our orchard, baking a Chocolate Pear 
Pudding and having a Three Little Pigs themed PE lesson - we loved sliding down the ‘chimney’!  On 
Thursday, we enjoyed celebrating Harvest Festival and singing our conker song that we have been 
practising.  Thank you for all your kind donations.  It was lovely to end our week by sharing our 
Home Learning Books in Key Worker Groups, talking about what we have enjoyed learning most 
this half term.  It seems such a long time since the children joined us in September and it was lovely 
to reflect on how far the children have come in building friendships, growing in confidence and 
taking part in lots of exciting learning opportunities throughout the term - the progress they have 
made already is a real credit to them. 
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Into the Woods 
Next half term, we will begin with a new learning theme, ‘Into the Woods’.  Building on the 
children’s interest in the seasonal changes occurring around them and an enjoyment of traditional 
tales, we will be exploring both real and imaginary woods throughout November.  On Wednesday 
2nd November, we will be exploring our Outdoor Learning Area within the school grounds where we 
have an outdoor classroom and pond area.  We will be searching for signs of Autumn before 
enjoying a cosy cup of hot chocolate in our willow classroom.  Please send your child to school that 
day with a pair of wellies or boots and a waterproof coat.  The following week, on Monday 7th 
November, we will be taking the children on an Autumn Walk to Wrenthorpe Park.  Again, we ask 
that your child comes to school with wellies and a coat.  We would be very grateful for any parents 
or family members who would like to join us for our walk between 1 and 3pm - please let us know if 
you can come. 
 
We hope you have a lovely holiday and look forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday 
31st October for an exciting new term! 
 
 
Thank you all and have a lovely weekend! 
 
                          
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Miss Ashton, Mrs Sellars and Miss Belford (the Reception Team) 


