Jerry Clay Academy
Newsletter
Issue 6– Friday 4th November 2016
Dear Parents
I hope you all had an excellent week off and are ready for the lead up to Christmas! The children
have started back with renewed energy for the new half term.

Parents evening
Please look in your child’s book bag for the parents evening appointment sheet. Can I ask that
this is returned to school as soon as possible in order for appointments to be made as swiftly as
possible. This year we are asking (where possible) for children in Year 5 & year 6 to accompany
their parents to the evening.
Payments
Please can we remind you that the links for making payments online for wrap-around, trips, clubs,
milk and school lunches are on our website:
http://www.jerryclayacademy.wakefield.sch.uk/online-payments/
Thank you to everyone who has made recent payments; we encourage you to keep your accounts
up to date. Dinner money, paid directly to ISS, is due in advance and wrap-around charges are
due by the 7th of the month unless you have made alternative arrangements with the academy
office.
Safety on Jerry Clay Lane

Can I remind you about the safety of parking on Jerry Clay Lane. I was absolutely outraged by
some careless parking last week. This had a huge impact on all of the cars trying to get past and
caused a jam. I then witnessed a car driving along the pavement. This is completely unacceptable
and cannot be ever tolerated. My role is to protect the safety of the whole JCA community and I
cannot accept this as reasonable behaviour. Please can I ask you all to be mindful that the lane
has children and parents walking to school and should be a safe crossing zone. Please can we all
work together on this. Myself, Mr Rady and the Community Police will be monitoring this situation
and I hope to see it returned to the usual consideration which we used to see.
Thank you for a fabulous Halloween Disco
The Halloween disco was lots of fun last night! It was fantastic to see the children in their Halloween costumes and having a lovely time. I would like to personally thank the PTA for their fantastic
support in making the disco happen. It is always enjoyed by everyone.
IMPORTANT PTA AGM Meeting– Tuesday 15th November at 6.30pm
Can you give up 30 minutes of your time to support the PTA at this very important annual meeting? We need as many people to attend as possible to ensure that the PTA can continue to run.
The meeting is about giving a summary of fundraising over the year and plans for the future. We
would really appreciate your support.
Kind regards,

Mrs T Swinburne
www.jerryclayaacademy.wakefield.sch.uk
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Follow us on Twitter @JCAWakefield

We will be holding our annual Open Morning on Saturday 12th November, 10am-12pm. P lease let
any friends or family members know that we will be holding this. We are very proud that JCA is
now an oversubscribed school. Equally, we are very proud of our academy and always enjoy the
opportunity to show our academy to others. It is important that parents have a chance to see if
JCA is right for their child, have an opportunity to chat with staff members and view our excellent
educational facilities.

Student volunteers for Open Morning
We have asked some of our Student Leaders, musicians and Playground Pals to be part of the Open
Morning. Please could we ask that you look for the letter in your child’s book bag. Your support
with this would be very much appreciated.
Special Mentions
Special mentions of the week are awarded to pupils whom teachers felt have really stood out during the week for demonstrating excellent Jerry Clay Learner traits and a fantastic attitude to their
learning, consistently being the ‘best that they can be’ every day. Well done!
Special Mentions for Friday 21st October & Friday 4th November 2016
Reception– Ryder & Lucas
Year 1– Emily & Amelia

Year 2– Molly & Aidan
Year 3– Maisie & Oliver
Year 4– Maisy & Noah
Year 5– Manisha & Sam

Year 6– Tyler & Abigail
Well done to all of our Special Mentions for consistently ‘striving to be the best they can
be’.
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA
Foundation Stage
Please see the Foundation Stage letter which will be emailed on Monday due to
Miss Ashton having a bug.
Year 1
After a fantastic first half term with our topic ‘Toys Through Time’,
Year 1 have started our new topic ‘Hello I’m New Here’. This started
with a visit from an alien called Orb, who left footprints around our
classroom and ate a packet of Miss Mitchell’s crisps! We have started to help Orb learn about our planet and our school by drawing
around our bodies on the playground and labelling our body parts to
show him what ‘Earthlings’ are like!
In Literacy, we have been writing about
what we did in our half-term holidays
and challenging ourselves to use adjectives to add extra detail. We have also
been using a song in maths to help us
learn our number bonds to 10!

Miss Mitchell &
Mrs Ward

Year 2
Year 2 have been working hard in the first week back. After enjoying a fantastic trip to Abbey
House Museum and a day making our own toys in the Outdoor Learning Area in our ‘Toys
Through Time’ topic, we have started our new topic; ‘Hello, I’m New Here’. The week started
with a visit from a UFO! We now need to help the UFO learn about
our school as well as the local area!
In Literacy, we are starting to look at stories
and in Maths we are looking at measures; in
particular with length and mass.

Mr Palin & Mrs Khan
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA
Year 3
Year 3 have made a great start to the new half term and settled back brilliantly after a welldeserved week off!
This week we have started our new topic ‘Why do we speak English?’ In this topic we will be looking at the different roles that invaders have played in developing Britain, starting with the Vikings. Some excellent work has already been produced, as we have looked at where the Vikings
came from, where they settled in Britain and why they may have left their Scandinavian homeland in the first place. In Maths we are continuing to improve our addition and subtraction skills,
before moving onto Multiplication and Division in the coming weeks. We will also be beginning to
read Terry Jones’, ‘The Saga of Erik the Viking’ to Link to our work in Topic.

Mr Wilcock & Mrs Wilkinson
Year 4
Year 4 showed how much they enjoyed our last topic Audio Visual with some very informative homework. This week we have
started our new topic ‘Why do we speak English?’ We realised
that we learn our language from our families and that our languages have been passed down over the generations. We have
started by looking at evidence of some people who once came to Britain bringing some of their
words with them – the Vikings. We had to investigate historical evidence and discovered that the first Viking raiders
were violent warriors who invaded Britain. In literacy we
are focussing on researching information about the
Vikings and presenting as a report.
In Maths we have
been practising our
column addition and
subtraction and using them to find inverses as well as estimating to check our answers.

Mrs Elliott & Mrs Hart
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA
Year 5
We have had a very busy week first week back after the half term break. On Wednesday, we began our new topic, throughout which we will be investigating the question ‘Never Had it So
Good?’ – the focus of which will be comparing our lives to those of our parents and grandparents
and other ancestors, in many different ways. We studied some old photos to look for clues about
what life was like at that time and we also made predictions about some of the things our parents
and grandparents had as children. During our Maths lessons, we have been developing our multiplication skills. Our improving times tables skills have been crucial in order to help us calculate
numbers using the short and long formal multiplication methods. We are still enjoying Diamond
Dash with some children now working on GOLD level! Please keep practising times tables with
your child at home-they will let you know the current Diamond Dash level they are on and the
multiplication/divisions facts that they need to practise in order to pass that level.

Year 6
Wow! What a start to the new half term Year 6 have
made. We have been so very impressed by the attitude
and determination shown by so many of our class. This
week we have been focussing on poetry in English and
are building up to writing our very own Remembrance
Day poems. We have looked at similes, metaphors and
personification and have been really creative when using
these in our own pieces so far so we can only imagine
how amazing our own poems will be. We have also been
really lucky to have Mr Orrell come in to join us and

share with us his poetry writing talents. During Maths lessons, we have
been looking at division. This is not an
area of the curriculum that we find
easy, but everybody has tried their
very best and we now have many children using the long division method
with great success.

Miss Brook & Mrs Smith
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR FREE NETBALL
HIGH 5 NETBALL TASTER SESSIONS

Where? To be held in WGHS Sports Hall (in the
grounds of the Junior School), Margaret St, Wakefield WF1 2QX
When? Friday 11 th, 18th and 25th November
Time?

5.30- 6 -30 pm

Wakefield Phoenix Netball Club is running these
three FREE sessions. They are open to girls in Year
5/6 of the primary sector
Come and gain some idea of the game in a fun and
safe environment, with qualified England Netball
Level 2 Coaches
When you have asked at home & know you are able
to attend, put your name on the SIGN UP SHEET –
we will see you there
Remember you will need to wear some comfortable
sports kit, trainers but wear no jewellery
Parents and Staff are welcome to stay at the training
session
Wakefield Phoenix has a long established
junior section. In January they will start a
weekly H5 club. Their aim is to allow players
to gain skill and experience and enter a H5
Tournament in April
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Dates for your diary

formance

2016-17
Workshops
2/12/16-Reception Christmas activity
morning

Parents Evenings
22/11/16 and 24/11/16 –
Parents Evening
29/3/17 and 30/3/17 – Parents Evening

Sports Day
16/06/17– Sports day
23/06/17-Reserve sports day

Reports
17/3/17 – Interim reports to parents

14/7/17 – Reports out to parents
Summer Fair
Theme Weeks

Provisional -1/07/17

18/11/16- Global awareness day

7/02/16-E-safety

Open morning

2/03/16-World Book Day

12/11/17 – Academy open morning

03/04/16- Wrenthorpe Week
22/05/16-Creative Arts week

Trips

21/06/16 – Art gallery

05/06/17 – Carlton residential for Year
6 pupils

27th & 29th June – Creative Arts performances
Wb 17th July –Celebration week
SATS Week
Y6 SATS – wc 8/5/17

h July– School closes for the
summer holidays

Performances
8/12/16 – Reception Nativity performance

7

