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Dear Parents 

What a fantastically busy week!  Jerry Clay has certainly been prepar-

ing for Apple Day! It has just been like a series of ‘The Great British 

Bake Off’! We have also had the privilege of doing apple pressing 

across the whole school. Mr & Mrs. Nicol & members of the Orchard 

Society, as well as volunteers have helped to press (using an apple 

press) our orchard apples to produce delicious apple juice. The chil-

dren absolutely loved the opportunity. 

The children have  also been creating apple recipes and then testing 

out their recipes by making them. We have certainly had an apple tast-

ing extravaganza this week! All this work will be displayed at Apple 

Day which is held this Sunday from 2pm until 4pm. 

With only four days left of this half term, I really cannot believe how fast 

time has passed. Thank you for the support that you have offered in 

ensuring that your child has settled into another successful academic 

year.  

Please see a reminder of some of the key events coming up this week. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Swinburne  

Headteacher 

Reminder about our INSET day on Friday 20th October 

Please be reminded that school will finish for the half term on Thursday 19th October. Friday 20th October is an 

INSET day. This was on the calendar sent out at the end of the last academic year for your fridges. We 

are also awaiting the handy purse/ wallet calendar cards as a reminder of all of our term dates. I have attached 

a copy of our term dates again into the email.  

 

Apple Day on Sunday 15th October at Jerry Clay Academy 

We are so excited to be hosting our community Apple Day at Jerry Clay Academy this year. The event organ-

ised by the Orchard Society and led by our Chair of Governors, Sue Nicols, promises to be even bigger and 

better than last year. Please see the poster for this within the newsletter. 

 

Harvest 

This year we will be celebrating our Harvest Festival on Thursday 19th October and will be continuing to col-

lect food items for the Community Awareness Programme in Wakefield. Please send donations from Monday 

16th October into school. Donations may include; canned food, dried food and toiletries. These items 

will be collected by C.A.P on the Thursday afternoon and will be used to make hot meals for families 

and adults in the Wakefield area. We thank you in advance for your donations in helping to support this 

very worthy cause. 

 

 

 Jerry Clay Academy Newsletter 
Issue 4:  12th October 2017 



2 

 

Y4, 5 and 6 Cross Country 
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We are really pleased to announce our Year 6 Junior Leadership Team for 2017-18. The team have really started 

fantastically well. This week we were so proud of the way they articulated themselves, hosting to 10 Headteachers 
& Leaders  from the London area.  The visitors commented on how empowered and confident the leaders present-
ed themselves. We are really looking forward to seeing them develop as the year progresses. 

     

 Junior Leadership Team 

Head Boy Jay 

Deputy Head Boy Sam 

Head Girl Alexia 

Deputy Head Girl Hannah 

Head of Charities Kyran 

Head of ICT Oliver McCraw 

Head of Communication Orlaith 

Head of Playground Operations Abeeha 

Head of Outdoor Learning Abby 

Head of Operational Affairs Freya 

Head of Creative Arts Jacob 

Head of Health & Safety Oliver Sinclair 

Head of Sports & Healthy Lifestyles Isabel  

Chair of the School Council Noah 

Red House Captains Ben & Ella 

Blue House Captains Matthew & Ruby 

Yellow House Captains Daniel & Manisha 

Green House Captains Grace & Billy 

School Council lead representatives Lauren 

Izzie 

Lowry  
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 It has been a busy two weeks! 

Learning across the school this week 

Year 1  

Year 1 have had another fantastic two weeks, packed full of outdoor 

learning and exciting activities.  We have finished our ‘Zog’ stories 

and our apple day recipes.  We are now rewriting our exciting stories 

from outdoor learning day with Adam and Jerome. 

On Tuesday, we created our delicious dessert apple pizza. We 

worked in teams to follow the steps and take photographs so that we 

can remember. 

In Maths, we have continued with place value and 

we are deepening our understanding of counting backwards by solving missing num-

ber tracks.  We have used our place value knowledge to solve word problems. 

In topic, we have using our science knowledge of materials to design and create a 

castle out of the most suitable material! We have also been using our collaging skills 

to create a dragon eye sculpture to support our published dragon story. 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Year 2 have been working hard over the last two weeks.  We have 

completed our stories set down the mine and published these to a 

very high standard.  Now in Literacy, we are learning about recounts 

and are using our story ‘The Tunnel’ to write these. 

 

In Maths, we have started to learn about addition and subtraction.  We 

have used our place value knowledge to find fact families and have 

used the inverse to find the answer to calculations. 

 

We have also been preparing for Apple Day and have created apple 
crumble buns.  We have written a recipe so watch out for it at Apple 

Day! 
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  ‘Striving to be the best we can be’ 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had a fantastic couple of weeks, we visited the Deep on 

Monday 2nd October for our school trip. The children thoroughly en-

joyed their trip where they further enhanced their knowledge and un-

derstanding surrounding our topic area. They demonstrated some 

fantastic inquiry skills where they utilised these to further extend their 

writing within their re-

counts. 

Within maths, children 

have largely improved in 

their understanding of place value which 

has benefitted their understanding when 

beginning our new topic of adding and sub-

tracting. This will be further developed over 

the upcoming weeks where children will 

develop their confidence when exchanging 

ones and tens. 

As Apple Day has quickly arisen, all children have largely enjoyed completing observa-

tional drawings, writing delicious recipes and producing apple and oatmeal cookies. 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been very busy in their learning over the past few weeks. In Science, we loved exploring the minibe-

asts found in our outdoor area. It was great to be able to delve in and around the 

bushes and trees and under the logs and leaves and we found a lot of different 

creepy crawlies as well as a family of frogs. We found that the pond was teaming 

with pond skaters, lesser water boatmen and pond snails. We will be looking at 

these invertebrates again in detail and learning to use branching diagrams to clas-

sify them.  

We have been very busy preparing for the commu-

nity ‘Apple Day’ this week and had a fun session 

baking apple and raspberry muffins. We have start-

ed to learn about writing instructions – you can see 

our writing on display at ‘Apple Day’ this Sunday – 

and now have started to explore the features of instructions in more detail ex-

plaining ‘How to defeat a minotaur’. Our Greek masks are really starting to take 

shape now. We can’t wait to use them in a 

performance.  

In Maths, we have been learning different vis-
ual representations of addition calculations 
including part-whole models  and bar models. 

We have started to build our column addition 
skills using place value counters to understand 

how to exchange into the next column.  
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  ‘Striving to be the best we can be’ 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had another busy fortnight! In Literacy, we 

have been developing our knowledge of newspaper report 

features, including creating interesting opening paragraphs 

and collecting direct quotes and reported speech about an 

event. Our Maths learning has been centred around devel-

oping our application of addition and subtraction skills.  

During Topic, we have looked at the Blitz and have written 

some really thoughtful poetry about the terrible events that 

occurred. The children have also finalised their Art pieces 

based on the artist of Henry Moore and are now start-

ing to transform their drawings into 3D form, using clay.   

We have had a great week celebrating all things apple 
in preparation of Apple day on Sunday. Our 

apple paintings are wonderfully abstract and 
we have worked in groups to prepare a tof-
fee apple flapjack. Each of us then wrote the 

recipe for others to follow. 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been continuing to strive to be the best that they can be and we 
are so proud of their work. In Maths, we have been looking at the long divi-

sion method which is very tricky but we have managed to not only under-
stand it, but also master it! We have created our own YouTube videos which 
will be put onto the school YouTube channel as soon as we have decided 

which one is the best! In Literacy we have 
been developing our sentence structure 

and have been creating suspense stories 
with Mrs Longley. We look forward to 
reading the finished pieces next week. 

This week we have been with Mrs. Nicols 
collecting apples for the apple pressing in 
school. We really enjoyed this and have a 

whole class of apple picking experts! 
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Special mentions of the week were awarded to pupils whom teachers felt have really stood out 

during the week for demonstrating excellent learner traits, fantastic attitudes to their learning and 

consistently being the ‘best that they can be’ every day. Well done! 

Week beginning: 6th & 13th October 

Reception  - Charlie & Lucas 

Year 1–  Amira & Mohammed 

Year 2– Merryad & Matilda 

Year 3–  Jamie & Ruby 

Year 4–  Oliver & Jake  

Year 5–  Sam & Esme 

Year 6–  Oliver & Abeeha 

Attendance winners 

As you know as a school we are really focusing on excellent attendance. As a whole school we have set a target 

for the year of 97.4%.  

Please see overall percentages for each class, since September: 

Reception—97.64% 

Year 1– 99.16% 

Year 2– 98.10% 

Year 3– 97.82% 

Year 4– 99.22% 

Year 5– 96.90% 

Year 6– 98.94% 

WHOLE SCHOOL, SINCE SEPTEMBER– 98.27% 
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Dates for your diary  

 

Open morning 
 
Saturday 11th November – Open Morning  for  
new children 
  

 

Parents Consultations 

7th September 2017– Meet the teacher – 3:45-4:00 

and 4:05-4:20 

21/11/17 and 23/11/17 – Parents Consultations 

13/3/18 and 15/3/18 – Parents Consultations 

 

Reports 

01/12/17- Progress checks sent home—Y1-6 

9/3/18 – Progress checks sent home-Y1 –6 

13/7/18– End of year reports sent home 

 

Theme Weeks 

16/10/17 – Cultural week 

w/c 26/03/18– Whole school Outdoor Learning 

 Adventure 

w/c 21/05/18- Creative Arts week  

 

Performances 

13/12/17 and 14/12/17 – Reception nativity 

18/12/17 – Christmas carols with KS2 

19/12/17 and 21/12/17 – Year 1 and 2 performance 

13/06/18 - Art gallery evening for all 

 4/07/18 & 5th July 2018 – Creative Arts evenings 

 w/c 16/7/18 – Celebration week for all 

 

4/     Parent Workshops & Assemblies 

         8/12/17 – Reception Activity Morning at 9.15am 

 29/03/18 - Reception assembly – Under the sea 

 21/03/18 - Year 1 & 2 assembly- Appreciation 

 Year 1 - 20/06/18 – Year 1 Creatures workshop 

Year 2 – 8/ 11/ 18 – Mining workshop 

Year 3  & 4 – 06/12/17 – History Assembly 

Year 4 -7/03/18 – Environmental issues 

Year 5 & Year 6- 30/11/17- Historical workshop 

Year 5 & 6 - 01/03/18 - Explorer gallery 

 

 

Sports Day 

15/6/18 

 29/6/18 (Reserve date in case of poor weather) 

 

 

 

School trips 

These will be communicated via your Class 

Teacher 

Please see your classes ‘Welcome PowerPoint’ 

for all key dates on our website. 
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