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Issue 9 Friday 1st December

Dear Parents
The first of December means that we begin advent! We have challenged every child to carry out
an act of kindness in the lead up to Christmas in order to really appreciate what Christmas is all
about. It is the first official day of winter and we certainly know it, with our first flurry of snow!
December is always an incredibly busy month. Please can we ask that you do make yourself
aware of the Christmas Countdown in the newsletter, as our Christmas events begin.
What a supportive community we have!
What a community we have!
Thank you so much to our Year 5 & 6 Parents for coming along to our history workshop. I was
personally really disappointed to have not been able to attend. However, I was assured that it was
such an excellent learning opportunity for all. Thank you for taking time out of your busy lives to
learn with your child. These are precious moments to cherish, as some of your children are in the
final year of their primary education.
Interviews for Head of Teaching and Learning
I have been incredibly busy over the past two days interviewing for the role of Head of Teaching
and Learning. We were overwhelmed by applications and interviewed this week. Unfortunately on
this occasion we were unable to appoint. The post will be re-advertised in the new year.
However, we must make a very special mention to our amazing Junior Leadership team who
toured the candidates around the school and interviewed them. All of the candidates commented
on how astute, professional and fantastically knowledgeable the children were. We were very
proud of our children.
Christmas countdown
Please make yourself aware of our Christmas countdown. Ticket letters for the Reception and Year
1 and 2 plays are going out to parents on Monday. Following this, you will be issued with tickets
for these special events.
Events coming soon........
Year 3 & 4 workshop– Wednesday 6th December at 9.15am
Christmas Cake Sale—Thursday 7th December—Your donations of cakes would be very much appreciated.
Reception activity morning –Friday 8th December at 9.15am

Kind regards,
Mrs Swinburne
www.jerryclayacademy.wakefield.sch.uk

Follow us on twitter @JCAWakefield
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Reminder:
Christmas Bake Sale

On Thursday 7th of December, there will be
a bake sale at Jerry Clay, where you will
need to bring at least 50p for a bun or £1.00
for a slice of cake. The money raised will be
going to the Wakefield Down Syndrome Society. Donations of cakes will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you,

Kyran Jarrett
Head of Charities
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Special mentions of the week were awarded to pupils whom teachers felt have really
stood out during the week for demonstrating excellent learner traits, fantastic attitudes to their learning and consistently being the ‘best that they can be’ every day.
Well done!
Week beginning: 20th & 27th November 2017
Reception - Daya Mann & Harry Szabo
Year 1–

Florence Lanacaster & Joshua Toth

Year 2– Joella Comer & Erin Pudsey

Year 3– Bailey Hanson-Palmer & Tilly Clancy
Year 4–

Lucy Rhodes & Daniel Shaw

Year 5– Noah Trei & Maisy McWilliam
Year 6– Ruby Edwards & Grace Sellars

Attendance winners
As you know as a school we are really focusing on excellent attendance. As a
whole school we have set a target for the year of 97.4%.
Please see overall percentages for each class, since September:
Reception—97%%
Year 1– 97.66%

Year 2– 96.81%
Year 3– 96.87%
Year 4– 98.69%
Year 5– 97.93%

Year 6– 98.63%

WHOLE SCHOOL, SINCE SEPTEMBER– 97. 63%
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA
Year 1
Wow! Another 2 busy weeks in Year 1 and this half term is
flying by! We are still exploring our topic ‘Dungeons and
Dragons’ and as part of our topic we had a fantastic trip to
Pontefract Castle. We had an exciting tour around the castle, took part in a carousel of craft, writing, investigating
and designing activities and created our own story, using
the Castle’s dragon and setting. Our favourite part of the
day was exploring the underground dungeon. We had to
open 2 metal doors and walk down a lot of uneven steps,
which led us underground to the fascinating dungeon. We
had a fabulous day!
In Literacy, we have started to create a recount of our
brilliant trip to Pontefract Castle. We have used the
5W’s to help us structure our writing and using lots of
exciting adjective to describe and add lots of detail
about our day!
In Maths, we have been really striving to use the inequality symbols ( > , = and < ) to compare numbers
to show more than, less than and equal to. We really
had to persevere but we have almost mastered using
the symbols now.
We have also started practising our Nativity ‘Knock On
Another Door’ with Year 2!

Miss Mitchell & Miss Belford
Year 2
Following on from our brilliant Outdoor Learning day, Year 2
have continued learning about mining. As well as looking at
how mining is similar and different now compared with the
past, we have been using the artefacts from The National Mining Museum to learn even more about the equipment miners
used. We have also been working on creating a piece of art
work based on mining using
Valerie Ganz as inspiration.
In Literacy we have continued to learn about the Beegu story.
For this, we have looked at story sequencing and have looked
at how we can make our sentences more effective. We have
even created our own alien characters to use in our own story.
In Maths, we have started learning about money. We have applied some of the skills we learnt about addition and subtraction
and have learnt the value of all coins and notes.

Mr Palin & Mrs Fitton, Mrs Rex & Mrs Khan
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA
Year 3
Year 3 had a fantastic outdoor learning day working with Adam and Jerome last week. They really engaged in the learning and developed their understanding of life in 1912 and the
experiences of boarding the Titanic. On this day, they measured the length of half of the ship, and designed their own
lifeboats before deciding who should be chosen to have a
position on the lifeboat. They thoroughly enjoyed pretending
to be a passenger on the ship, whether this be first or third
class, where using these experiences and the knowledge
they have developed, they should produce some exciting and
detailed diary entries.
In Maths, we are coming to the end of our addition and subtraction topic, the children have definitely shown development in this area and are looking forward to progressing onto multiplying and dividing.
Miss Firth & Mrs Smith
Year 4

We have had a fascinating fortnight delving deeper into the
story of Beowulf and of the Anglo Saxons who first told this
gripping story. Imagining that we were there, we wrote the
diary of a servant who stumbled into a cave only to discover
the deadly Death Dragon of the Deep. Our recounts told of the hideous beast that awoke and brought destruction to Beowulf’s Kingdom of the Geats. Would our hero be
able to save his people?
On Thursday 23rd November, we took part in workshop at Wakefield Museum where we took on the role of an Anglo Saxon trades
person; a baker, weaver, blacksmith, brewer, fletcher, miller,
butcher, fisher, potter and carpenter. After learning about the different jobs, we had to plan out our village including which crops to
farm and livestock to keep. Finally, we were faced with the various challenges that would have troubled the Anglo Saxons and
had to work together, trade and negotiate to enable our family to
survive. They must have been hard times! We came to appreciate
that everyone in the Anglo Saxon village was important and we
needed to support everyone if they needed help in order to survive as a community. No wonder the Anglo Saxons enjoyed coming together for a feast, a story and a
song! We showed great team work and empathy in the workshop and enjoyed our walk into Wakefield.
In Art we have been persevering to draw our own monsters based on Tim
Jeff’s art work. We have worked entirely in pencil, enlarging the beast in
proportion, adding line, detail and tone. We have produced some stunning work.
In Maths, we have been striving to find the perimeter of rectilinear
shapes and have begun to learn and understand the rules for multiplying
and dividing by 10 and 100 .

Mrs. Elliott & Mrs Hart
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA
Year 5
Year 5 have been developing their understanding of life for a soldier
in World War I during the Christmas Truce of 1914 in Literacy. We
have written some engaging dilemma
stories linked to this, using video stimulus. In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of multiplication
and division in different contexts, such
as square and cube numbers and investigating relationships between different facts. In Art, we have developed
our colour mixing skills using acrylic
paint and this week created a background for our masterpieces, which will
be based on the landscapes of Ed Mell.
During Spanish, we have been writing
sentences describing animals. In Topic, we have been looking at the
final stages of World War II, researching D-Day and creating VEDay bunting. The children also really enjoyed our workshop on
Thursday morning!!

Miss Harling & Mrs Saynor

Year 6
Year 6 have been continuing to strive to be the best that
they can be over the last two weeks and we continue to
be thrilled by the work they are producing. In Maths, we
have been continuing and extending our work on fractions and have learnt how to calculate percentages of
numbers. This was not but it is certainly something that
we are growing in confidence with! In Topic, we have
continued to look at The
Rainforest focus we have
for this half term and
have been looking at Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest. We have looked at
the layers of the rainforest and why each layer is
important.

Miss Brook & Mrs Wilkinson

6

Parent & Children Workshops
Thank you to all of the parents and
grandparents who were able to join
us yesterday morning for the Y5
and Y6 History workshop. The
workshop consisted of 8 different
activities ranging from clay pots to
gas mask making and allowed the
children to learn about different areas of the curriculum, and hopefully
you learnt something too!

Parent & Children
workshops coming up next week…………
Year 3 & 4 - Wednesday 6th December at 9.15am
Reception Christmas Activity morning—Friday 8th December at 9.15am
Thank you for the support we receive with these. They mean a lot to our
children and I know that parents enjoy them too!
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Christmas Countdown

Event
Reception Class Christmas
Activity Morning
An opportunity to get into
the Christmas spirit by
carrying out lots of Christmas activities with your
children.
Reception Class Christmas
Play

Date & time

Who is it for?
How will it be communicated?

Friday 8th December at 9.15am

All Reception parents
Reminders will be sent out via text nearer
the time. Save the date!

Wednesday 13th December at 9.30am

All Parents and Grandparents.

OR

Ticket letters will be going out soon for
this.

Thursday 14th December at 9.30am

Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 Christmas
Carols on the playground

Year 1 & 2 Christmas Play

Monday 18th December at
3. 45pm on the school playground

Everyone! Please come and join us for an
informal celebration of Christmas.

Tuesday 19th December & Thursday 21st December at 2pm

The PTA will be serving refreshments
and there will be a wishing tree to make
your wishes for the Christmas!
Parents & Grandparents – tickets
permitting.

Christingle at St Anne’s
Church in Wrenthorpe

Wednesday 20th December at 11am

Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 20th December

Christmas Parties & activity
afternoons

Monday 18th – Reception Christmas party, 1pm
Wednesday 20th –Year 3 & 4 Christmas activity
afternoon

Ticket letters will be going out soon for
this.
All of our children and staff. We will all
walk down as a whole school to this very
special event.
All of children will have a very special
Christmas lunch with crackers, music and
decorations.
You should have all received a letter regarding choices for this lunch. Please
send these back as soon as possible if you
have not already.
Please can your child bring a change of
Christmas party clothes to school for
these afternoons?

Thursday 21st – Year 5 & 6 Christmas activity
afternoon
Friday 22nd – Year 1 & 2 Christmas party
Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 22nd December

To celebrate Christmas on our last day
before the end of term, children can
come to school in their uniform with a
Christmas jumper

8

Dates for your diary
2017 –18
Year 4 -7/03/18 – Environmental issues
Year 5 & 6 - 01/03/18 - Explorer gallery
Parents Consultations
13/3/18 and 15/3/18 – Parents Consultations
Sports Day
Reports

15/6/18

11/12/17- Progress checks sent home—Y1-6

29/6/18 (Reserve date in case of poor weather)

9/3/18 – Progress checks sent home-Y1 –6
13/7/18– End of year reports sent home

Theme Weeks

School trips

w/c 26/03/18– Whole school Outdoor Learning

These will be communicated via your Class
Teacher

Adventure

Please see your classes ‘Welcome PowerPoint’
for all key dates on our website.

w/c 21/05/18- Creative Arts week

Performances
13/12/17 and 14/12/17 – Reception nativity
18/12/17 – Christmas carols with KS2
19/12/17 and 21/12/17 – Year 1 and 2 performance

13/06/18 - Art gallery evening for all
4/07/18 & 5th July 2018 – Creative Arts evenings
w/c 16/7/18 – Celebration week for all

4Parent Workshops & Assemblies
8/12/17 – Reception Activity Morning at 9.15am
29/03/18 - Reception assembly – Under the sea
21/03/18 - Year 1 & 2 assembly- Appreciation
Year 1 - 20/06/18 – Year 1 Creatures workshop
Year 3 & 4 – 06/12/17 – History Assembly
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