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from plan to perfection

20%OFF WITH THIS ADVERT *
*see in store for 20% off offer details

Contact us for a free
no obligation survey
or visit our showroom at:
Tile House, 35a Ings Road,
Wakefield WF1 1DY

Project Room offers a
Professional planning service
with innovative design
solutions to suit your lifestyle.

We offer supply only or a full
fitting service available by expert
installers including small building
work, electrics, plumbing,
plastering & tiling fully project
managed from start to finish with
attention to detail at all stages.

Kitchen &
Bedroom
Showroom

KITCHENS

REPLACEMENT DOORS

WORKTOPS

APPLIANCES

SINKS & TAPS

BEDROOMS

SLIDING ROBES

HOME STUDIES

Services
We Offer

Quality & inspiration
as standard at
unbeatable prices

Call now on 01924 335553 or visit www.projectroomltd.co.uk

CLEAN: The firefighters
at Wakefield Fire Station
will be staging their annual
charity car wash tomorrow
between 10.30am and
3.30pm. As well as the car
wash, you can also meet the
crew and see the station
at Brunswick Street. All
proceeds will go to a charity
which helps sick and
injured firefighters recover.

FIREFIGHTERS
TO DO CAR WASH

EVENT: The Ridings
Centre is aiming to put
a smile on mum’s face
tomorrow by hosting free
family photoshoots ahead
of Mother’s Day. Lawson
Wright Studios will be
having a pop-up studio in
the mall between 10am and
4pm this Saturday. Mums
and children can pose for a
free 8 by 6 inch portrait.

MUM WILL LOOK
A REAL PICTURE

IN BRIEF
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JERRY CLAY Academy has been
awarded Model School status
for its excellence in literacy
teaching.

The academy in Wrenthorpe
is just one of 60 Read Write Inc
UK Model Schools.

The system concentrates
on a reading and writing pro-
gramme called Phonics, which
was created by Ruth Miskin and
is published by Oxford Univer-
sity Press.

Jerry Clay Academy
headteacher Tracy Swinburne

said: “I am delighted with the
progress that Jerry Clay Acade-
my is making in Phonics teach-
ing. Through the support of
Read Write Inc our staff are
driven to ensure that no child is
left behind.”

The 60 Read Write Inc UK
Model Schools vary hugely in
their demographic and size. All
have transformed their teach-
ing by implementing the whole
school approach advocated in
Read Write Inc Phonics.

All Model Schools are keen
for teachers from other local
schools to observe their lessons
to see first-hand the impact the
scheme has had on results, be-
haviour and pupil engagement.

Creator Ruth Miskin said: “I

am so thrilled that the children
in Jerry Clay Academy are mak-
ing such fast progress. Model
Schools are vital in our drive to
help children in other schools
make the same progress.”

Oxford University Press Edu-
cational Consultant, Louise Hol-
land said: “I am delighted that

Jerry Clay Academy has become
a Model School. It has been fan-
tastic to see the school develop
and flourish, it’s great that other
schools in the area can visit and
see their brilliant Read Write
Inc lessons in action.”

The system grew out of Ruth
Miskin’s work when she was a

headteacher. She knew that in
order for a school to be success-
ful every headteacher needed to
adopt a consistent whole-school
approach to teaching reading,
writing and spelling.

ONLINE: Follow breaking news at
www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk

Jerry Clay
is a model
for literacy

ROLE MODEL: Pupils from Jerry Clay Academy with a certificate confirming its Model School status.
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Top grades for school that has
instilled a ‘culture of ambition’
A PRIMARY school has reached
the pinnacle of educational per-
formance after being told it is
outstanding in almost every de-
partment.

Staff and pupils at Jerry Clay
Academy in Wrenthorpe are
celebrating the praise given to
the school by Ofsted inspectors
who this week published their
findings of a recent visit.

Four of the five key areas
were given the top mark pos-
sible, including leadership and
management, the quality of
teaching, the outcome for pu-
pils and their behaviour and
welfare.

The fifth area, ‘the early years
provision’, was found to be
‘good’.

The overall ‘outstanding’
mark is a huge step forward
for the Jerry Clay Lane school,
which picked up an overall

‘good’ result during its last Of-
sted inspection four years ago.

Headteacher, Tracy Swin-
burne, who was described by
the inspectors as having built a
‘culture of ambition’, said: “We
are absolutely delighted with
the outcome and feel the Ofsted
inspection result reflects our
school motto of always ‘striving
to be the best we can be’.

“We have made rapid
progress since our last Ofsted
inspection in 2013 and this is in
recognition of the staff, gover-
nors, pupils and their families
for their amazing hard work
and dedication to being the best
they can possibly be.”

Sue Nicol, chair of governors
at Jerry Clay Academy said:
“Achieving an ‘outstanding’ re-

sult from the Ofsted inspection
is an extremely high accolade
and one which we are extremely
proud of both for the school and
for the community in which we
serve in Wakefield.”

The team of three inspectors
spent two days at the school in
mid-March, observing lessons,
looking at pupils’ work, listen-
ing to them read, held meetings

with leaders and teachers and
spoke with parents.

They found the pupils’ be-
haviour to be ‘exemplary’, de-
scribed the curriculum as ‘vi-
brant’ and said that parents are
‘overwhelmingly positive about
the school’.

Mrs Swinburne was also sin-
gled out for her efforts since she
joined the school in 2014.

The report reads: “The
headteacher has built a culture
of ambition and high expecta-
tions which is shared by every-
one in school.

“As a result, pupils make rap-
id progress from their starting
points.

“The quality of provision and
pupils’ outcomes have risen
strongly since the last inspec-
tion.

“Outcomes are at least in line
with, and often better than,
those of pupils nationally.”

The report completes a
unique double for the school af-
ter it was awarded model school
status for its excellence in liter-
acy teaching.

The accolade made the
school just one of 60 nationwide
to be a Read Write Inc UK Model
Schools.

Let us know your
thoughts on this story by
contacting us.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Contact us via EMAIL/ONLINE/TWITTER

GRADE A: Pupils at Jerry Clay who were praised by the Ofsted
inspectors for their behaviour and contribution to the school.

THE OFSTED report also
outlined the contribution
the pupils have made to the
school, through their ‘junior
leaders’.

The report said: “These
pupils make a strong
contribution to the
improvements of the school.

“Pupils undertake a
rigorous recruitment
process to be appointed to
these positions and work
with the school leadership,
conducting a variety of
improvement activities.”

Milly Trei, head girl said:
“Being in an outstanding
school makes me feel
amazing. It rewards all the
hard work pupils and staff
have made.”

Pupils have say
on their school

OFSTED

‘The inspection result
reflects our school
motto of always
striving to be the best
we can’

EDUCATION
Nick Frame

nick.frame@jpress.co.uk
@JournoNF
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Professor’s honour from Royal Society
THE UNIVERSITY of Leeds’ Pro-
fessor of Engineering Anne Nev-
ille has been admitted to the
Royal Society’s fellowship in rec-
ognition of her substantial con-
tribution to the field of corrosion
and tribology research.

Professor Neville will be offi-
cially admitted into the 357-year-

old society in July at a ceremony
in London.

The announcement places her
among world-leading scientists
from Sir Isaac Newton to Stephen
Hawking, physicist Dame Athene
Donald and inventor of the world-
wide web, Sir Tim Berners-Lee.

Fellowship is the most signifi-

cant honour which can be given
to UK scientists, highlighting Pro-
fessor Neville’s research exper-
tise in the study of processes oc-
curring between surfaces such as
corrosion, friction and crystalli-
sation, together known as tribol-
ogy. She said she was “deeply hon-
oured”.

First headmistress appointed
at school attended by Hockney
A PRIVATE school which has
a heritage dating back to 1548
has appointed its first headmis-
tress.

Kerry Howes has taken the
helm at Bradford Grammar Jun-
ior School, which counts David
Hockney, team GB cyclist Abby-
Mae Parkinson and the Brown-
lee brothers as former students,
following the retirement of Neil
Gabriel.

Miss Howes joined the school,
near Lister Park in Manningham,
in 2003 as a class teacher and
progressed to subject co-ordina-
tor, then director of teaching and
learning, deputy head and now
headmistress.

Describing her new role as an
honour, she said: “It’s a wonder-
ful opportunity to take on the
new role and I’m particularly pas-
sionate about the junior school’s
strong and proactive pastoral
support that lies at the very heart
of the Bradford Grammar School

community and is an intrinsic
part of school life.

“Social and emotional learning
is just as important as academ-
ic achievement and we provide
a nurturing atmosphere where
children can develop as individu-
als in a safe and caring environ-
ment.”

Miss Howes’s new role means

she will be given more opportu-
nities to interact with the local
community and schools.

She said: “The children are
continuously encouraged to see
themselves not just as a part of
the Bradford Grammar School
family, but the wider Yorkshire
community. Supporting chari-
ties like Wear it Wild, Macmillan
Cancer Support and JCI Bradford
aids in helping us to develop hap-
py, contented and socially-aware
children, which is essential.”

Miss Howes also places impor-
tance on children’s happiness at
school, which she believes helps
to boost performance. She said:
“The happiness of the children is
of the utmost important thing to
all who work at the school; and if
the children are not happy they
can’t thrive in their studies and
beyond the classroom in sports,
the arts and clubs. I am excited
and consider myself privileged to
take up this new position.”

KERRY HOWES: The new
headmistress of Bradford
Grammar Junior School.

EducationonMonday6 Twitter @yorkshirepost YP TabletApps Visit your app store

Academic calls for investment in
digital skills amid staffing crisis
INVESTMENT IN the future
workforce is crucial in addressing
the UK’s digital skills crisis, the di-
rector of The Leeds Institute for
Data Analytics (LIDA) says.

According to the UK Digital
Strategy, the country needs an-
other 745,000 workers with dig-
ital skills, with the gap costing the
economy £63bn every year.

The Leeds Digital Skills Action
Plan identifies 1,350 digital com-
panies in the city employing more
than 10,000 people with 640 va-
cancies for mid-level tech jobs.

But Professor Mark Birkin,

who is based at the University of
Leeds, argues that the need be-
comes more acute “higher up the
value chain”.

He said: “Most organisations I
meet are anxious to recruit data
scientists and to see the devel-
opment of new courses which
develop relevant skills. This uni-
versity has started seven new
programmes in data science over
the last couple of years.

“Taking a step back, data is
now all around us. For example
it is generated by mobile phones,
smart meters, loyalty cards, man-
ufacturing processes, including
robotics, health care devices and
processes etc. This trend is ac-
celerating rapidly, so basically

data is fundamentally important
to government and business, so
it is not surprising that we need
greater capacity for exploitation
in all walks of life.”

Professor Birkin’s comments
come following the announce-
ment that Leeds City College is
relocating its digital technologies
provision to the Printworks cam-
pus in the heart of the South Bank
district.

From September, business, in-
formation technology and com-
puter science courses will be
based at the £10m newly-refur-
bished final phase of the campus,
on Hunslet Road, that is currently
under construction.

The college is working closely

with the Leeds City Region Enter-
prise Partnership (LEP) to meet
the needs of the city and contrib-
ute to a future workforce that
bridges the skills gap. Students
will benefit from studying in a
business-style environment that
incorporates a master lecture
space with dedicated networking
labs. The flexibility of classrooms
will mean that students can study

in independent learning zones,
fully equipped with the latest dig-
ital technology.

Julie Best, head of computer
science at Leeds City College,
said: “The new facilities at the
Printworks Campus have been
designed to meet industry stand-
ards and provide students with a
simulated real-life working envi-
ronment.

“Our courses aim to equip the
next generation of programmers,
software developers and IT tech-
nicians with the skills they need
for a prosperous future.”

Leeds City College has received
almost £9m through the LEP
growth deal – a £1bn package of
government investment to ac-

celerate growth and create jobs
across Leeds City Region.

Professor Birkin said: “It is
clear there is a deficit in digital
and data science at local, regional
and national levels. The more we
can address this then the more
successful we will be in terms of
economic development and in-
ward investment.

“Leeds is well-positioned and
would like to grow its reputation
as a ‘data city’ on the interna-
tional stage, building especially
on established clusters in digit-
al health, creative, media and fi-
nancial technology. Investment
in skills is crucial in pushing this
forward for our people, our busi-
nesses and our institutions.”

NINA SWIFT
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT
■Email: nina.swift@jpress.co.uk
■Twitter: @NinaSwift

The more we
can address

this then the more
successful we will be.

Professor Mark Birkin, director of The Leeds
Institute for Data Analytics (LIDA).

A YORKSHIRE secondary school
has announced plans to convert
to an academy and join a high-
performing chain of schools.

Boston Spa School will
launch a consultation process
with a view to joining the Gorse
Academies Trust, which runs
eight schools in the Leeds city
region.

The trust currently oversees
the Morley and Farnley
academies, which have both been

rated as outstanding by Ofsted
and granted World Class Schools
status.

And the academy chain
recently came to national
attention when its first primary
school, Hillcrest Academy,
went from ‘inadequate’ to
‘outstanding’ status in just three
years.

Christopher Walsh,
headteacher of Boston Spa
School, said “This is a really

exciting and important
development for Boston Spa.
We have been a good school
for many years and we are
now determined to become
outstanding.

“We have looked very carefully
at all of the options available to
us and we believe that this is the
best way to deliver our ambitious
plans for the future.”

As an already good Ofsted
rated school, Boston Spa would

be converting to academy status
rather than being sponsored.

The executive principal of
the Gorse Academies Trust, Sir
John Townsley, also views the
potential partnership as being of
great significance.

He said: “After many weeks
of discussion between us we
have become more and more
convinced about our shared
values and our common
determination to ensure that

all young people have the
opportunity to attend brilliant
schools. Boston Spa School has
so many strengths and is now
poised to become a true giant
within Leeds.”

Last month The Yorkshire Post
revealed one third of schools
in the region are no longer
controlled by local authorities
– showing the rapid growth of
the academy programme in the
county.

AMBITIOUS: Pupils from Boston Spa School with their headteacher Christopher Walsh and Sir John Townsley, chief executive of the Gorse Academies Trust, right. PICTURE: GARY LONGBOTTOM.

School unveils plan to join top academy chain

Primary
school is
given top
rating by
Ofsted
A YORKSHIRE PRIMARY school
has been rated as outstanding
by Ofsted, with inspectors prais-
ing its drive to boost reading and
writing skills that has seen pupils’
results soar above the national av-
erage.

The rating comes just weeks
after Jerry Clay Academy was
awarded Model School status for
its excellence in literacy teaching.

The academy, near Wakefield,
is just one of 60 Read Write Inc
UK Model Schools, which uses
a system that concentrates on a
programme called Phonics.

As well as praising the school’s
approach to literacy, the inspec-
tors were also impressed with the
“vibrant curriculum”, the quality
of teaching and the pupils’ “exem-
plary behaviour”.

The report said: “Pupils are
incredibly proud of their school
and everyone who works within
it. When pupils offered to show
one of the inspectors round are-
as of the school at playtime, they
were careful to point out the great
work people in their school did.”

Headteacher Tracy Swinburne
said the inspection result reflect-
ed the school’s motto of always
‘Striving to be the best we can be’.

She added: “We all passion-
ately believe in delivering an ex-
tremely high quality of teaching
in an inspiring learning environ-
ment and have worked hard to
ensure our curriculum and facili-
ties enable this.

“We have made rapid progress
since our last ‘good’ Ofsted in-
spection in 2013 and this is in rec-
ognition of the staff, governors,
pupils and their families for their
amazing hard work and dedica-
tion to being the best they can
possibly be.”

Meanwhile, Bowling Park Pri-
mary School in Bradford has re-
ceived a second good Ofsted re-
sult, which reflects the continued
and sustained improvements
it has undergone in the last few
years.

In 2008 two schools were
merged to create the new prima-
ry. Before this, both schools were
struggling to achieve and Usher
Street Primary had been in spe-
cial measures for a number of
years. Ofsted noted that “signifi-
cant improvements” have been
made in with maths and the qual-
ity of teaching.

TRACY SWINBURNE: Jerry
Clay Academy head said the school
strived to be the best it could be.

BRADFORD: Volunteer
teachers, Imams and faith
leaders in Bradford have been
awarded new formal teaching
qualifications after taking part
in a groundbreaking initiative
aimed at improving education.

More than 20 teachers from
the district’s supplementary
schools, which are attended
by more than 10,000 children,
have completed a BTEC level
3 qualification in education
and training through the new
programme, which was run by
Bradford Council in partnership
with Bradford College.

Qualificationsfor
volunteerteachers

YORK: Dr Alison Birkinshaw,
Principal of York College, has
been announced as President-
elect of the Association of
Colleges.

Dr Birkinshaw, who began
her career in further education
in 1984 at Nelson and Colne
College, is set to take over on
August 1.

In 2012 Dr Birkinshaw
received the OBE and in 2017 an
honorary doctorate from the
University of York, in recognition
of her services to further
education.

Principal’stoprole
atnational level

Briefing

LEEDS: A lawyer has been
invited to help schools across
the UK avoid data protection
breaches and combat the
growing menace of cyber
attacks.

Giles Ward, senior partner
and head of litigation at Milners,
based in Leeds, will share his
expertise with delegates from
more than 400 independent
schools at the Admissions,
Marketing and Development in
Independent Schools (AMDIS)
annual conference this month.

Lessononcyber
attacksforschools
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ROADWORKS: Temporary 
traffic lights are in place 
on a main road through a 
village as workmen look to 
repair a faulty electricity 
network.

Northern Powergrid 
moved onto Station Road 
at Altofts on Tuesday, near 
to the junction with Hanby 
Road.

They are expected to be 
finished by Monday, July 10.

POWER FAULT TO 
BE REPAIRED

COMMUNITY: Singers 
from The X Factor and The 
Voice UK will be performing 
at Normanton’s annual 
Party at Haw Hill Park on 
Saturday. 

Ben Haenow, who won 
The X Factor in 2014, will 
be among those taking 
to the stage at the free 
Normanton Town Council 
organised event, which 
runs from 4pm to 9pm.

PARTY IN THE 
PARK FUN DAY

DRUGS: A total of 150 
cannabis plants were 
seized from a property in 
Wrenthorpe.

The Wakefield North 
West neighbourhood police 
team attended Coronation 
Street on the morning of 
Thursday, June 29

They discovered plants 
of various stages of growth. 
Enquiries are still ongoing 
to trace the suspect.

RAID YIELDS 150  
DRUG PLANTS

IN BRIEF

FESTIVAL: It has 
been at the heart of 
Pontefract’s calendar 
since 1995. 

And the annual 
Liquorice Festival is 
expected to draw in 
crowds for a 22nd year 
on Sunday.  Highlights 
include a street market, 
entertainment and 
fairground rides. It will 
take place from 10am 
until 4pm.

LIQUORICE FUN

People can learn CSI skills, 
tour police headquarters, take 
part in sport and watch live mu-
sic and demonstrations at an ac-
tion-packed Wakefield District 
Police open day. 

The event will take place be-
tween noon and 4pm on Sunday 

at the base on Havertop Lane, 
Normanton. 

Other highlights include a 
bouncy castle and face paint-
ing. And police will be giving out 
crime prevention and cyber-se-
curity advice and there will be 
dog chipping vouchers and a 
number plate securing service.

Chief Superintendent Mabs 
Hussain, District Commander, 
said: “It is always a highlight of 
the year and a chance for offic-
ers and staff to have fun and 
engage with communities we 
serve, while helping them stay 
a bit safer.

“We will be hosting, stalls, 

games and our CSI exhibits for 
budding young forensic crime 
fighters to see how our crime 
scene experts work, and have a 
go themselves.

“The talks and tours around 
the stations will be carried out 
by serving officers and detec-
tives allowing visitors to get a 

taste of what we do and what 
life is like.”

The event follows a police 
community fun day staged at 
Thornes Park last month as 
part of nationwide Great Get To-
gether celebrations in memory 
of the late Batley and Spen MP 
Jo Cox.

Try your hand at being a CSI at action-packed police open event
NORMANTON

SCULPTURE TRAIL: Art 
work at Jerry  Clay Academy.

Colourful 
conclusion 
to school’s 
project
ARTISTIC CHILDREN from 
Jerry Clay Academy carved 
out their own sculpture 
park as part of a week-long 
project.

Focusing on various 
shades as part of a ‘Life in 
Colour’ theme, appointed 
‘art ambassadors’ visited the 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
to get ideas, and each class 
made their own sculpture 
which was placed around 
the school. This was followed 
by a sculpture walk. 

Headteacher, Tracy 
Swinburne said: “The 
creation of the Jerry Clay 
Sculpture park celebrates 
our area and also honours 
our children’s creative 
abilities.”

AN AGEING multi-storey car 
park is set for demolition at the 
end of August.

Council bosses have an-
nounced that Rishworth Street 
multi-storey will close per-
manently on July 15 ahead of 
its demolition the following 
month.

An exact date has not been 

given for when the car park, 
built in 1971, will be knocked 
down.

Denise Jeffery, Wakefield 
Council’s deputy council leader, 
said: “The car park is reaching 
the end of its lifespan and by de-
molishing it we hope it will help 
attract developers who are in-
terested in investing in this part 
of the city. 

“The multi-storey car park 
will be replaced within 12 weeks 
with a surface level long-stay 
car park, which will remain un-

til a developer is found for the 
wider area. 

“Safety is paramount dur-
ing the demolition, and we ask 
that anyone who wants to ob-
serve the demolition does so via 
the internet where the it will be 
shown on a live web stream. 

“On the day of demolition, 
a safety cordon will be put in 
place and unfortunately it will 
not be possible for people to 
watch it on site.”

The council said road clo-
sures would be in place dur-
ing the demolition, funded bt a 
£1.1m grant from the Leeds City 
Region.

HAVE YOUR SAY:editorial@ 
www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk

End of the road looms for 
outdated 1970s car park 

‘We hope demolition 
attracts developers 
to this part of the 
city.’ - Council

DEMOLITION: Rishworth 
Street multi-storey car park.

COUNCIL
Don Mort

don.mort@jpress.co.uk
@Exp_Don



31Friday, July 14, 2017 www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk WAKEFIELD EXPRESS

Luxury Short Breaks &
Day Excursions

Pick up points at Hemsworth, South Elmsall, South Kirkby, Upton,
Kinsley, Fitzwilliam, Wakefield & Pontefract

For more information or a copy of our 2017 brochure
please contact us on 01977 610313, or visit www.bltravel.co.uk

ALL OUR COACHES ARE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

Bridlington
Saturday 22nd July £15.00 per person
Flamingo Land including admission
Thursday 27th July £35.00 per person
Under 3’s Free when travelling on a parents knee
Blackpool or Blackpool Zoo
Wednesday 9th August £13.00 Blackpool Only

£26.00 Adult inc Zoo
£23.00 Child Aged 3-15 Years inc Zoo

Under 3’s Free when travelling on a parents knee
Kettlewell Scarecrow Festival
Wednesday 16th August £15.00 Adult

£10.00 Child Aged 3-16 Years
Under 3’s Free when travelling on a parents knee
Southport OR Southport Flower Show
Saturday 19th August £13.00 Southport Only

£30.00 Southport Flower Show
Ladies Day at York Races inc Picnic Lunch
Thursday 24th August £52.00 per person
Knowsley Safari Park
Friday 1st September £26.00 Adult

£24.00 Child Aged 3-15 Years
Under 3’s Free when travelling on a parents knee
Hull - The City of Culture 2017
Tuesday 5th September £15.00 per person
The Wensleydale Explorer including Lunch
Wednesday 13th September £38.00 per person
Chester inc afternoon tea & sightseeing tour
Tuesday 19th September £35.00 per person
Settle, Hawes & classic coach journey
Tuesday 3rd October £23.00 Adult

£15.00 UK Bus Pass Holders

Scarborough
Wednesday 12th October £15.00 per person

Legoland Discovery Centre & Sea Life
Centre at Trafford Centre
Wednesday 26th October £30.00 per person

Under 3’s free when travelling on a parents knee

Ilkley, Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Railway
Tuesday 31st October £21.00 per person

Trafford Centre
Saturday 18th November £15.00 per person

York St Nicholas Festival
Saturday 25th November £16.00 per person

Chatsworth House at Christmas Time
Tuesday 28th November £30.00 per person

Legoland Windsor &
The Harry Potter Studios

Wednesday 30th August
2 Days

Price Includes:
• Return luxury coach travel
• 1 Night’s dinner, bed & full English

breakfast at the 4* Copthorne Hotel
• Use of the hotels leisure facilities
• Admission to Legoland®
• Admission to Warner Bros Studios

£160.00 Adult
£104.00 Child aged 5-11 years

£40.00 Single Supplement
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ONLINE: Follow breaking news at
www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk

‘We have a strong
belief that every
child should be
given the very best
education.’

THE HEADTEACHER and
staff at Jerry Clay Academy
in Wrenthorpe have been se-
lected for top roles supporting
schools in challenging circum-
stances and to help train new
teachers.

Tracy Swinburne is one of
more than 75 headteachers
to be appointed to the role of
national leader of education
(NLE) in the latest recruitment
round.

National leaders of educa-
tion along with staff in their
school – appointed as nation-
al support schools – use their
knowledge and experience to
provide additional leadership
capability in other schools in
need of support.

It’s been a good year for Jerry
Clay Academy as it was graded
as ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted in-
spectors in May.

Tracy Swinburne said: “We HAPPY: Headteacher Tracy Swinburne is delighted with Jerry Clay Academy’s new support roles.

School’s national support roles
are absolutely delighted to have
been selected to become a Na-
tional Support School. We have
a strong belief that every child
should be given the very best
education.

“As NLE, I am so dedicated to
working alongside leaders and
school staff to make a differ-
ence to the education of more

children in the wider area.”
The type of support provid-

ed is flexible and tailored to
meet the needs of each individ-
ual school.

National leaders of educa-
tion also have responsibility for
developing the next generation
of NLEs and national support
schools.

The National College for
Teaching and Leadership has
responsibility for the appoint-

JOHN CLIFTON

EDUCATION
Charlie Bullough

charlie.bullough@jpress.co.uk
@WakeExpress

ment of NLEs and the quality of
its programme.

There are now more than
1,250 NLEs across England.

Roger Pope, chair of the Na-
tional College for Teaching and
Leadership (NCTL), said: “I’d
like to congratulate Tracy Swin-
burne and Jerry Clay Academy
on being appointed as a nation-
al leader of education and na-
tional support school.

“They should be very proud
of this achievement.

“National leaders of educa-
tion are at the heart of school
improvement. They’re sup-
porting other schools and de-
veloping the next generation
of leaders. At NCTL, we want to
do all we can to support their
work.”

The successful headteachers
will now be invited to attend
a national induction event.
Tracy Swinburne became Jer-
ry Clay Academy’s headteacher
in September 2014. The school
has 210 pupils aged four to 11.

LIBRARY LIST: Dr Keith Souter with his book ‘Understanding and Dealing with Heart Disease’.

Dr’s book in national health project
A BOOK on coping with heart
disease by medical author and
Wakefield Express columnist
Dr Keith Souter has been
chosen for a national health
education project.

The former GP’s book
‘Understanding and Dealing
with Heart Disease’ has been
selected for the Reading
Well Books on Prescription
scheme for long term
conditions, delivered by The
Reading Agency in partnership

with the Society of Chief
Librarians.

The scheme is available
in 86 per cent of library
authorities in England and
the titles on the new list will
be promoted to libraries
nationally and at specialist
health libraries.

Books on the scheme have
been recommended by health
experts and people living with
long term conditions.

In his book Dr Souter offers

essential information on how
the heart works, problems
caused by coronary heart
disease, recovering from a
heart attack and dealing with
angina or heart failure and
lifestyle changes you can make
to improve your health.

Claire Plimmer, from
publishers Summersdale, said:
“We are extremely proud that
Dr Souter’s book has been
selected for such a worthwhile
initiative .”
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