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Dear Parents 

A day to reflect……. 

This week has been incredibly hard for all of our JCA community; however, we all had the opportuni-

ty to pause and reflect on the wonderful pupil and friend, Reece was. This very sad time has remind-

ed us all what a wonderful community we have at Jerry Clay. The messages of support for each oth-

er was really quite overwhelming and made us recognise what a caring and supportive school we 

have. 

 

Year 5 London Trip 

I would like to say a huge thank you to Miss Harling 

for organising such a fantastic trip for our Year 5 pu-

pils. Also big thanks must go to Mrs Saynor, Mrs 

Smith, Mrs Wilkinson, Mrs Sellars & Mr Morris for ac-

companying our children on such an inspirational trip. 

With the support of our fantastic staff we can make 

trips like these happen. Memories of this trip will stay 

with our children forever. 

 

Parents’ evening 

It has been fantastic to see all of you at our Parents’ evenings this week. From the feedback that we 

have received, we can see that you too appreciated the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress 

check and their next steps in learning. The next pupil progress update will be a full end of year re-

port that will be published on 13th July. However, in the meantime, please do endeavour to speak 

with Teachers should you need clarification on anything we are doing or any concerns you may 

have. We are committed to strong parental partnerships, as we know what a powerful impact this 

has on our children’s learning. 

 

Diary dates until the end of term…… 

Reception trip to Cannon Hall Farm– Monday 19th March 

Appreciation exhibition for Year 1 & 2 parents—Wednesday 21st March, 9.15am 

School closes for the holidays– Thursday 29th March 

School reopens for term 3– Monday 16th April  

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Swinburne 

www.jerryclayacademy.wakefield.sch.uk    

Follow us on twitter @JCAWakefield  
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West Yorkshire Games - Cross Country 

 

 

Well done to Matthew who represented our school and Wakefield at the West Yorkshire 
Games Cross Country event held at Temple Newsam on Wednesday 14th March 2018.  Af-
ter qualifying by finishing 3rd in the Wakefield event, Matthew competed against 142 of the 
fastest children in West Yorkshire.  Matthew finished in the top half of the runners – we are 
very proud of this achievement! 

 

Year 3 Benchball Tournament 

Year 3 participated in a benchball tournament at 

Rooks Nest on Tuesday 6th March. After competing 

against Rooks Nest and St Pauls, we finished joint 

4th and 2nd. The two teams played exceptionally 

well showing fantastic sportsmanship to other chil-

dren.   

Well done to: Jamie, Oliver, Richard, Summer, Grace, Florence, Jonah, Morgan, Luke, 

Daniel, Adam B & Saffron  

 

 

Sports news 
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Special mentions of the term were awarded to pupils whom teachers felt have really stood out 

during the week, demonstrating excellent perseverance and effort. Well done! 

Week beginning : 16th March 2018 

Reception  - Evie Brown 

Year 1–   Gabrielle Groves 

Year 2– Olivia May-Shaw 

Year 3–  Ethan Rollerson 

Year 4–  Charley Clark-Taylor 

Year 5– Spencer Denning 

Year 6–  Freya Cooke 

Attendance winners for the week 
As you know as a school we are really focusing on excellent attendance. As a 

whole school we have set a target for the year of 97.4%.  

Please see overall percentages for each class, this week: 

Reception—98.75% 

Year 1– 93.55% 

Year 2–96.25% 

Year 3–97.50% 

Year 4–99.58% 

Year 5–99.17% 

Year 6– 97.98% 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL, SINCE SEPTEMBER– 96.72% 

IMPORTANT: This attendance is the lowest we have ever been for over 2 years. We under-

stand that illness cannot be helped, although there are now a number of children who are be-

coming persistent absentees. If your child’s percentage falls below 90%, we will issue a letter to 

inform you that your child has become a persistent absentee and has fallen below what is ex-

pected nationally as a minimum requirement. If this continues we will be inviting individual par-

ents in to plan for next steps to improving your child's attendance.  
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA 

Year 1 

Year 1 have continued to work hard over the 2 weeks, particularly 

with their topic work. We have made progress with our plans for our 

tea party! On Thursday, we delivered our invitations we designed to 

the Glynn and we have started planning our activities and writing our 

stories. We are really enjoying rehearsing our song to sing ‘Beyond 

the sea’ to perform at our tea party. 

We were also lucky enough to visit Swafia Mosque in Wakefield with 

Year 2. This gave us the opportunity to explore our topic, ‘What Does 

It Mean to Belong?’ in greater detail and appreciate and 

acknowledge a different religion’s beliefs and values. 

In Literacy, we have been developing our descriptive sentences by 

striving to use exciting vocabulary and adjectives to add detail to our 

stories of ‘The Robot and The Bluebird’. We are striving high to up lev-

el our sentences and think of more challenging vocabulary and think-

ing about the effect it will have on our readers. 

In Maths, we have persevered to learn our number bonds to 10. We 
have been using a range of concrete, pictoral and abstract strategies 

to help us such as part whole models, ten frames and our favourite has 
definitely been bar modelling.  

 

Miss Mitchell & Miss Belford 

Year 2  

Year 2 have worked hard recently, continuing to learn about South 

Africa.  We have learnt about the materials used for making houses 

and have made our very own mud bricks!  Whilst learning about ap-

preciation, we also visited Swafia Mosque in Wakefield.  Here, we 

learnt about values and appreciation whilst also learning about some 

of the work that the Mosque 

does in the community. 

 

In Maths, we have learnt 

about shapes, in partic-
ular some of the proper-

ties of 2D shapes.  Over 
the next few weeks, we 
will be learning about 

3D shapes. 

 

in a  

Mr Palin & Mrs Fitton, Mrs Rex & Mrs Khan  
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Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA 

Year 3 

 

Year 3 have been working really hard in Maths, learning all about statistics and how 
to use these to analyse data. In Literacy, we are writing a persuasive letter to Mrs 

Swinburne to ask if we can hold a football tournament, from this we have begun to 
identify the key features and start to form our argument for the benefits of doing 

this. In Science, we have been completing ex-

periments to identify how forces work and 
when these arise in everyday life. In Art we 

have been finishing our butterflies and com-
pleting our leaf and acorn drawings to apply to 
our published writing. Finally, Year 3 participat-

ed in a benchball tournament where we came 
2nd and joint 4th.  

Miss Firth & Mrs Smith 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 really enjoyed presenting 

their learning from our topic so far 

in our assembly to parents on 

Wednesday. We continue to think 

about ‘Hpw small actions can eventually change the world’ . Since we 

found out how plastic straws are endangering creatures in the sea, we have stopped using them to drink our 

milk at school. We also emailed the milk company and have now discovered that they are replacing the tetra 

pak cartons that are difficult to recycle with more easily recyclable containers. We are pleased that we in school 

are doing the best we can for the environment.  

In Literacy, we have been learning to use accurate speech punctuation and finding out how speech, actions and 
emotions can portray a character in an adventure story. In Maths, we are becoming more and more confident 
with our fractions learning and have been calcu-

lating fractions of amounts and in Science we 
have started to learn about the States of matter, 
solids, liquids and gases.  

 

 

 

Mrs Elliott & Mrs Hart 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

Curriculum over the last 2 weeks at JCA 

Year 5  

Year 5 had an absolutely brilliant time in Lon-
don. Please see more information in the next 
edition of our newsletter. See below some pho-

tos from our visit: 

 

Miss Harling 

& Mrs Saynor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have continued to work extremely hard over the past few weeks and even though the weather has been 
eventful, the learning that has taken place has continued to shine. In Maths been recapping and revisiting frac-
tions before moving onto the concept most adults dread…algebra! We have looked at two-step functions and 

algebraic formulas and we are very surprised how much we actually 
like it. In Topic, our work on earthquakes has continued to be a fo-

cus for us and we have most 
recently been looking at de-
veloping our own earthquake-

proof buildings for a city of the 
future. We have thought care-
fully about the materials we 

could use to build these and 
have even produced a ra-

tionale for each building. We 
really do have architects of 
the future after looking at 

some of the amazing designs 
we have.  

 

 

Miss Brook & Mrs Wilkinson 
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Diamond Dash at Jerry Clay Academy 
In order  

 

 

 

 

We know that children who do their times tables at home are more likely to be more 
successful in all of their mathematical learning. We have been heightening our  

Diamond Dash initiative in school and we are pleased to report that the following chil-
dren have achieved a Diamond Dash Certificate this week:. 

 

Year 2 

Olivia-Pearl 

 

Year 3 

Adam Bentley– Gold 

Ruby Bentley– Sapphire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It takes perseverance, determination & dedication to reach the next levels. Well done 
to all of these children that have been striving very high this week. 

Year 4 

Jessica—Gold 

Freya– Gold 

Lily Blunt—Sapphire 

Charley– Sapphire 

 

Year 6 

Ruby– Sapphire 

Jacob– Gold 
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Dates for your diary  

2017 –18 

 

 

Reports 

13/7/18– End of year reports sent home 

 

Theme Weeks 

w/c 21/05/18- Creative Arts week  

 

Performances 

13/06/18 - Art gallery evening for all 

 4/07/18 & 5th July 2018 – Creative Arts evenings 

 w/c 16/7/18 – Celebration week for all 

 

Parent Workshops & Assemblies 

21/03/18 - Year 1 & 2 assembly- Appreciation 

Year 1 - 20/06/18 – Year 1 Creatures workshop 

Year 3  & 4 – 06/12/17 – History Assembly 

Year 4 -7/03/18 – Environmental issues 

Year 5 & 6 - 08/03/18 - Explorer gallery 

 

 

 

Sports Day 

15/6/18 

 29/6/18 (Reserve date in case of poor weather) 

 

 

 

School trips 

These will be communicated via your Class 

Teacher 

Please see your classes ‘Welcome PowerPoint’ 

for all key dates on our website. 
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a 

March Calendar 

Twitter is our constant online newsletter. Everyday we 

update it with pictures, videos and information about 

what our children have been learning and different 

things we, as a school, are excited about! It is FREE 

to join and is available on all phones, tablets and 

computers. We already have many parents who 

‘follow us’ on Twitter but we really would like you 

all to see everything that we do. We have created 

this handy hints guide to help you understand 

Twitter, and, as you will see, it is very easy navi-

gate!  

 

NEW! 

Please see our new weekly news round. We will 

be putting this on our twitter feed every Friday. It 

is created by our Head of Communications, Or-

laith and members of the school community.  

Follow us today!  

Our username is 

@JCAWakefield 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

      1 2 

19 20 21 22 23 

12-12.30 Recorder  

9.15am-Y1/2 

 - Appreciation  

exhibitionj 

3.30-4.30 Y5/6 Benchball 3.30-4.30 KS2 Dance 

Reception trip to Can-
non Hall Farm 

    

3.30-4.30 KS1 
Dance 

3.30-4.30 KS2 

Tag Rugby 
12-12.30 Ukulele   3.30-4.30 Y5/6 Football 

3.30-4.30 Choir   
3.30-4.30 

KS1 MultiSports 
    

26 27 28 29 30 

   

12-12.30 Recorder 3.30-4.30 KS2 

Tag Rugby 12-12.30 Ukulele 

 

  

3.30-4.30 KS1 
Dance   

3.30-4.30 

KS1 MultiSports 
3.30-4.30 Y5/6 Benchball   

3.30-4.30 Choir     
SCHOOL CLOSES FPR 
EASTER 

  


