
 

 

 

 
 

Friday 2nd March 2018 

 
Weekly Communication 

 

Dear Parents 

 
Wow, what a week we have had across the country! When we saw that this cold weather front was coming 
through, we never thought for one second it would be as bad as it has been!  As Headteacher, it is always 
such a hard decision, either way for snow opening or full closure. The decision comes down to a number of 
factors but ultimately the safety of everyone is our number one priority. It has been great to have normality 
today and I would like to thank all of you for your amazing support. I do believe we have one of the very best 
parent community’s.  
 
Events at JCA 
 
Due to the weather implications, we have had to make a number of amendments to our events calendar for 
March. Please see attached a revised copy of our March calendar for an update on all of this. I have also sent 
a paper copy home to go on your fridges for your reference.  
 
World Book Day 
 
Please be reminded that this very special day has been rescheduled for Thursday 8th March. Children are 
invited to come in full costume. Please do encourage your child to create a potato book character. We have 
already received some brilliant entries and we look forward to receiving lots more! Please bring them in 
for World Book Day.  
 
Attendance 
 
Next week, the weather is predicted to be on the up; therefore, we will be expecting attendance to get 
substantially better. Please remember that if your child’s attendance falls below 90% overall, this will be 
classified as a persistent absence. Letters are issued to any child who falls below this. If this then continues, a 
meeting will be held to create an action plan, detailing how you and your child will be supported to ensure 
they are at school as much as possible. Your child’s attendance will be discussed at the next parents’ 
evenings. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Timetables 
 
As a school, we are having a huge focus on making sure that all children know their times table facts up 
to 12x12. We already have our very popular ‘Diamond Dash’ Challenge that will be continuing but we 
also are aware that children need different ways to develop fluency in this area. This month we have 
started a trial on a website called ‘Times Table Rock Stars’. This will not replace Diamond Dash, but will 
instead be helpful in allowing children opportunities to develop their fluency for the challenge. The 
Times Table Rock Stars website can be accessed on any computer and also has an app which can be 
downloaded. 
 
Your child has been given a username and password to use this website. It is hoped that we will see 
many children using this and as part of their on-going homework.  
 
Daily Reading Support 
 

The children have continued to read everyday with enthusiasm. Please can you encourage your child to get into a good 
reading habit by reading every day at home. We will be continuing with our reading prize draw every Friday. 
 
Parents evening 
 
If you have not returned the parents evening appointment slip, please do by Monday 5th March. 
 

 
Here’s hoping for a mild weekend with no snow! 

Warmest regards, 

Mrs. T Swinburne 

Headteacher@jerryclayacademy.wakefield.sch.uk 
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